WORK IN THE IMPERIAL COUNCIL                     179
added, suth legislation did not go to the root of the matter of the
ryot's indebtedness:
The 'soukar' is not the head and front of the offence. The
Commission of 1891 has pointed out that the rigidity and in-
elasticity of the revenue system have much to answer for. Though
it is open to revenue officers to grant remissions and suspensions,
and though the Government of Lord Ripon advised a policy of
well-judged moderation in this respect, in practice the rigidity and
inelasticity are not slackened. As the executive will not thus
move, is it not necessary that there should be some provisions in
the Act by which, just as there are special courts to adjudicate
equitably between the ryot and the usurious 'soukar,' there should
be special courts to do the same between the ryot and the rigid
state-landlord ?
Later in the debate, Sir Antony Macdonell stated with reference
to these remarks, that measures were under contemplation for the
equitable adjustment of the relations between the ryot and the Gov-
ernment. What has been done, however, in this connection has not
been of a character to evoke enthusiasm. It is somewhat significant
that a bureaucracy which poses as the protector of the masses, and
has persistently derided the claims of the educated classes to repre-
sent them, has systematically opposed all attempts on the part of the
latter to soften the rigidity of the land revenue system, which yields
to Government twenty million sterling a year, and which is said to
have turned it into the largest landed proprietor in the world.
Another Bill which provoked a lively debate was that
with an amendment of the Cantonments Act erf 1889- Hie
in which it was introduced in the Imperial Council raised m sm acute
form the question of the constitutional relations between the * Great
Moghul" at Simla and the less imposing but moie irresponsible
autocrat at Whitehall. Before 1888, under the provisions of die
Contagious Diseases Act, there had been in force in India a regular
system of registration, licensing and periodical examination of the
unfortunate women attached to military cantoomefits. P&bltc at-
tention having been roused in England to the cofjditio&s obtaining